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BLOCKBUILDING.
BY- STARKS, ESTHER B.
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSN., WASHINGTON, D.C.

. FUB DATE 60
EDRS PRICE MF-36.25 HC NOT AVAILASLE FROM EDRS. 31F.

DESCRIPTORS~ *MANIFULATIVE MATERIALS, *KINDERGARTEN, *FRIMARY
GRADES, *LEARNING ACTIVITIES, EDUCATICONAL EQUIFMENT,

" INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES, GROUF ACTIVITIES, CONSTRUCTION

(FROCESS) , : '

ALTHOUGH BLOCKS ARE THE MOST IMFORTANT TYFE OF EQUIFMENT
IN A SCHOOLROOM FOR YOUNG CHILCREN, INADEQUATE EMFHASIS HAS
BEEN FLACEC ON THE ECUCATIVE VALUES THEY FROVIDE. THEY ARE
ACAFTABLE MATERIALS WHICH FROVIDE OFFORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH

"ACCORDING TO INCIVIDUAL RATES OF CEVELOFMENT. THEIR USE

ENCOURAGES THE DEVELOFMENT OF CCOOFERATION, RESFONSIBILITY IN
ANC TO THE GROUF, DESIRABLE SCCIAL ATTITUDES, ANC EFFECTIVE
WORK HABITS. BLOCKBUILDING STIMULATES ACCURATE OBSERVATICN
ANE FUNCTIONS AS AN AID IN THE TEACHING OF ARITHMETIC,
GECOGRAFHY, ANC SCIENCE. THROUGH BUILDING WITH BLOCKS CONCEFTS
ARE CLARIFIEE, PHYSICAL SKILLS ARE DEVELOFED, AND CREATIVITY
IS STIMULATED. THE TEACHER FLAYS - A KEY ROLE IN REALIZING THE.
FOTENTIAL EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS OF BLOCKBUILDING. SHE MUST (1)
FROVIBE MATERIALS, ADEQUATE FLOOR SFACE, TIME FOR BUILDING,
ANC HER OWN SYMPATHETIC, ALERT INTEREST, (2) DIRECT THE
CHILEREN TO COOFPERATIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE ACTIVITY, (3)
ENCOURAGE THE CEVELOFMENT OF SAFETY AND FERFORMANCE: .
STANDARES, (4) FROVIDE-OPFORTUNITIES FOR CONCEFT CEVELOFMENT,
ANE (5) OFFER APPRECIATIVE RECOGNITION OF GOCOD EFFORTS AND
WORK WELL CONE. BLOCKS ARE AVAILABLE IN A VARIETY OF SIZES,
SHAFES, AND MATERIALS. SMOOTH WOODEN BLOCKS ARE OF MAXIMUM
VALUE ANC WILL, IF CAREFULLY LACQUERED AND FROFERLY STORED ON
SHELVING CONSTRUCTEC FOR THAT FURFOSE, EMNDURE FROM 16 TO 26
YEARS OF CONSTANT USE. THIS DOCUMENT IS AVAILABLE FOR 2G.75

FROM NEA, 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, C.C.
20036. (JS)
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